Excelsior Charter Schools
Central Office: 15505 Civic Drive
Victorville, California 92392
PH 760-245-4262 Fax 760-780-4996
www.excelsior.com

September 2, 2020

RE: Temporary Suspension of New Enrollments at the Excelsior Victorville, Barstow & Ontario campuses

The success of Excelsior’s program during the COVID-19 campus closure mandate has created a huge
enrollment surge that began in March 2020 until present. We are extremely proud of the high level of student and
family support that we continue to offer all of our families. We continue to provide a full virtual course schedule for
our students along with iPads or Chromebooks for every student. We are proud to serve the hundreds of new
students that have recently chose Excelsior. The recent passage of Senate Bill 820 means that schools with
increasing enrollment like Excelsior will not receive funding to support the newly enrolled students. Without
appropriate funding we cannot appropriately staff and provide the necessary instructional supports for our complete
student population as the numbers increase.
Regrettably, Excelsior Charter Schools will be temporarily suspending new enrollments at three of our
campuses because the enrollment surge has placed them at maximum capacity. The three school sites that will
temporarily suspend new student enrollments and begin creating a wait list are the Victorville, Ontario and our
Barstow campuses. Our North Victorville, Phelan, San Bernardino and Corona campuses are still accepting new
enrollments. Since all campuses are operating via distance learning due to the COVID-19 state mandate you are
welcome to immediately enroll at any of our campuses that have yet to reach capacity even if they are out of your
geographic area.
Excelsior Charter Schools will continue to monitor our readiness to reopen the Victorville, Barstow and
Ontario campuses to new enrollments. In compliance with Education Code 47605.6(e) (2)(B) and the respective
federal requirements a single, random, public drawing (lottery) will be held to determine which students are selected
to fill any available vacancies. Siblings of students that are currently enrolled are exempt from the lottery process. In
accordance with the applicable law and federal guidance, the following groups of students will receive preference in
the lottery:
•
•

Children of founders, facilitators, and staff, not to exceed 10% of the school site’s enrollment.
Students who reside in San Bernardino County.

In order to be eligible for enrollment at Excelsior the waitlisted students must meet all applicable laws and
regulations including immunizations, age at time of enrollment, not concurrently enrolled in a private school that
charges tuition and not under active expulsion from another school or district.
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Every 30 days Excelsior administration will evaluate whether it is appropriate to hold a random public
drawing to accept new students at the Victorville, Barstow or Ontario campuses. When new enrollments are being
accepted the lottery will be conducted on a date and time that will allow most of the interested parties to attend.
Excelsior will inform the parents of all applicants and interested parties of the date and time of the drawing. Due to
the COVID-19 protocols the lottery may take place virtually.
The random public lottery determines the applicant’s wait list status. Those who apply after the lottery
deadline are added to the end of the lottery wait list in the order that they are received. Vacancies that occur during
the school year will be filled according to the wait list. When an offer occurs during the school year, families will be
contacted in the order of the wait list and will be given 48 hours to decide whether or not to accept a space at the
school. In the event that no such wait list exists where the space is available, the space will be made available on a
first come, first served basis to the next interested family at the appropriate grade level.
Excelsior charter schools remains hopeful that upcoming court decisions will reverse the State Legislatures
decision to harm thousands of families across the state by not providing funding for their student to attend the school
of their choice. A reversal of Senate Bill 820 will allow Excelsior to return to full funding for all students and
potentially eliminate the need for wait list.
Thank you for understanding.

Sincerely,

Ronnie Henderson, Ed. D.
Superintendent
Excelsior Charter Schools
760-245-4262
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